
Critics' Choice Award 

The purpose of the Critics' Choice Award is to increase awareness of recent 
scholarship that is of special interest to members of the society. The Critics' Choice 
selections are prominently displayed at the Book Exhibit held as part of the AESA 
annual conference and a special bibliography is published through AESA News and 
Comments. Over the years, committee selections have been valuable for updating 
the holdings of AESA members and their affiliate libraries. The procedures for 
serving on the committee are quite simple. Committee members are asked to 
nominate two books published in the last three years, which they feel qualify as 
"outstanding books and may be of interest to those in educational studies." This 
broad guideline is meant to generate exposure to the widest range of scholarly work. 
The award is not a competition. The selection of a title is all that is necessary for the 
book to be included. Participation as a committee member does not exclude a 
member's own work from receiving a nomination, however a committee member is 
not able to nominate his/her own work. 

THE CRITICS' CHOICE COMMITTEE 

The Critics' Choice Committee is comprised of AESA members who have been 
chosen by the Book Exhibit Coordinator. Each year, ten to fifteen members are 
asked to participate on the committee, many of these will decline and others will be 
asked. Every attempt is made to include members who have not previously served 
on the committee and to balance the committee by gender, race/ethnicity, discipline, 
geography, age, institution, etc. Graduate students are also often included on the 
committee. The Book Exhibit Coordinator is also a member of the committee, as is 
the president elect/program chair. Anyone interested in serving on the committee 
can contact the Book Exhibit Coordinator. 
 
The award is not a competition, but is meant to bring "outstanding scholarship" to 
the attention of our members. In the past, Book Exhibit Coordinators have wanted 
to change this, to make the program stronger, or at least the selection more 
rigorous. Many Book Exhibit Coordinators in the past have talked about it, but it 
would take a lot of time and effort, and in the end it has remained the same. 
Currently, there is no process in place to have particular books examined and 
considered for the award, other than the Book Exhibit Coordinator passing their 
names on to the committee members. This is also something that in the future the 
Book Exhibit Coordinator or the membership may want to address. 
 

AESA CRITICS’ CHOICE AWARD WINNERS 2002 

Each year, a committee of AESA members selects a number of titles it regards as 
outstanding books that may be of interest to those in educational studies. These 
books are designated as AESA Critics’ Choice Award winners and are displayed 



prominently at the annual meeting. The Critics’ Choice Award serves to recognize 
and increase awareness of recent scholarship deemed to be outstanding in its field 
and of potential interest to members of the Association.  
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Members of the Critics’ Choice Committee 

v Natalie Adams—University of Alabama 
v Cerri Banks—Syracuse University 
v Joe Bishop—Eastern Michigan University 
v Lesley Bogad—Rice University 
v Richard Brosio—University of Wisconsin Milwaukee 
v Jill Farrell—Barry University 
v Hilton Keon Kelly—University of Massachusetts/Amherst 
v Margaret Nash—University of California/Riverside 
v Joe Newman—University of South Alabama 
v Lesley Shore—OISE/University of Toronto 
v Sandra Spickard Prettyman—University of Akron 
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